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Environmental systems & societies 

Overall grade boundaries 

Standard level 

 
Grade: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
        
Mark range: 0-11 12-21 22-34 35-45 46-56 57-67 68-100 
 

Standard level internal assessment  

Component grade boundaries 
 
Grade: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
        
Mark range: 0-4 5-8 9-13 14-16 17-20 21-23 24-30 

The range and suitability of the work submitted 

This was the first session that assessed the new curriculum and new IA assessment model. Additionally, 
it was the first session in ESS to use online marking and this was not without its share of problems. 
Principal among these was standardization and the impact of failed qualification and marking seeds out 
of tolerance. Adjusting a moderator’s scores by a moderation factor is not the same as requiring all 
moderators to mark to the same standard. Clearly there is a learning curve for all involved, especially 
in the selection of suitable “seeds.” 

Candidate performance against each criterion 

Identifying the context 

 
The inclusion of this criterion is a good fit with the age-old laboratory report model in which a student 
provides a background to what is being studied. This was well done by many candidates and reasonably 
well marked by most teachers. A common problem in this criterion was the failure to clearly identify an 
environmental issue. This was especially problematic when students chose to embark on traditional 
practicals, for example the effect of different colour light filters on photosynthesis in Elodea. This could 
be better done, for example, by looking at the effect of turbidity and then tying it in to silt-laden water as 
a result of deforestation. This is where a teacher’s guidance is essential. Teachers should warn students 

Including the IA and both papers you sit for in May

Just grade on the IA

How will my grade on the IA translate to a grade in the class?



the following is approximate and may change:

The information below is from May 2017 and thus may shift slightly this year.

6 or 7 on the IA = “A” grade in class
4 or 5                 = “B”
3                        = “C”
2                        = “D”
1                        = “F”               
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